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Sarah led quite an interesting life, very different from the

women of her time.
If you were in West Hart- Sarah Whiting Talcott was born on April 21, 1852 in
ford in 1955, then you West Hartford, Connecticut. She and her sisters grew up in
probably witnessed quite a the New Britain Avenue home. Though it was unusual for
sight. During that time a the time, Sarah went on to attend Vassar College and gradu-
house, yes, a house was ated in 1875, at the age of twenty-three. During the next
picked up from the ground thirteen years, Sarah went on to study art with some of the
and rolled down the street. most noted artists of the time.
The house was moved down  Sarah’s main art education took place
New Britain Avenue to in France and in New York. In France,
make way for the shopping Sarah studied with Jules Joseph Le-
center that now contains febvre. Lefebvre was born in 1836 and
Elmwood Bakery. was encouraged by his father to pursue Z:

This house was built in art in Paris in 1852. Lefebvre was a [

1773 and to this day it still teacher at the Academie Julien in the€
has some paintings by a pre- 1870’s. This school taught women |
Sarah Talcott vious owner. Those paint- the art of life drawings before they wé

ings were done by a woman allowed to be taught at the L’école d
who lived in the home in the latter half of the"l€ntury  Beaux Arts. Because of this, Lefebvre

and into the 206 Her name was Sarah Whiting Talcott. (Continued on page 4)

Hearty tavern food, rollicking ding. Local musician Don Sineti will sing chantessd
tunes, tavern games, and deli- tavern songs.

cious beverages make for a great Tavern Night on Saturday, February 20 will uek
night out! This winter, the Noah Cheshire pork pie, glazed carrots, bean salad smd- c
A Webster House and West Hart- berry cake. The entertainer will be Rick Spencéow
) ford Historical Society will offer  will perform some of his favorite drinking songsdaioal-
four of our popular Tavern lads.

'Nights. Tavern Nights are eve-  Tavern Night: A Taste of Ireland takes placeFoiday
nings of hearty tavern fare, drink, and Saturday, March 13 & 14. A Taste of Irelanceisf
lively music, and tavern games.  corned beef, potatoes, carrots, and cabbage, sosla

Tavern Nights will be offered bread, and gingerbread. Traditional Irish musidhviRick
on the evenings of Saturday, Spencer on Friday and Geoff Kauffman on Saturddly wi
January 30, Saturday, February round out these lively evenings.

20, and Friday & Saturday, March 12 & 13. Eachhhig Each evening ends with a variety of traditiotesalern
offers a different menu or entertainment. Sittimge of- games. Guests are welcome to try Skittles, Cdptain
fered at 5:30 and 7:30 p.m. each night (6 & 8 mmFri-  Mistress, Shove Ha'penny, and several other eightitee
day) and reservations are required. century games.

Tickets for each night are $30 per person ffier gen- A valid ID is required for the complimentarycaholic
eral public and $25 for museum members. The priee i drinks. Vegetarian options must be requested atitie
cludes dinner, two complimentary drinks, live mysind  reservations are made. Call (860) 521-5362, extarH),
tavern games. for reservations or further information.

On Saturday, January 30, the menu includes dieef, Visit www.noahwebsterhouse.org/tavern.hfor up-
bread and butter, pickled beets, and pumpkin pudto-date information.
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Dear Members:

The historic house restoratiadpah’s Discovery Learning Spaand the remodeling
of the Hamilton Gallery are allowing us to betteng our public, preserve Noah
Webster's legacy and West Hartford’s vibrant c@tand offer greater value to our
members. This past year witnessed many succassess these, and | feel confident
that 2010 will offer many more.

One achievement is the current short-term exiNbah Webster lllustratedThe ex-
hibit showcases the spectacular artwork of Monieahtla as seen in the newly re-
leased children’s book by Pegi Deitz Shea entitNahh Webster: Weaver of Words.
In tandem with this exhibit, we are please to hbist February the acclaimed chil-
dren’s author Jane Yolen. Ms. Yolen is best knéavrOwl Moonand her series of
dinosaur books such as How do Dinosaurs Say GobtthigShe will read for us Tea
With an Old Dragomwhich was illustrated by Vachula.

After several years of planning, the museum wiiprer at the Annual Meeting its
first semi-permanent exhibit on West Hartford higtoThis exhibit will include audio
stations that highlight musical groups in Town,| dviatories by veterans, and a huge
selection of photographs and rare documents francallection. The exhibit is spec-
tacularly illustrated by West Hartford raised pamPamela Levy. Related program-
ming information will follow in upcomingpectators

In addition to all this, we still have some of auell-tested popular programs such as
Tavern Nights The winter is one of my favorite times of thayat the museum, and
| think that it is in large part due to this serikat turns the museum into an early
American tavern. With good food, lively music, dmehrtwarming company it is one
of the best events around — and now it will be dsetter in the remodeled space.

| hope that you can join us for these and manyralents. All the best for the New
Year!

See you at Noah's,

%ﬂ%/

Chris Dobbs

Do you have any photographs of West Hartford?

Q’ The Noah Webster House & West Hartford Historicacigty is
looking for images to be included in a new videowimg scenes of
" West Hartford. We are looking for photographs foe tfollowing
categories: People, Landscape, Work and Play. Im-

-

ages can be sent @aleys@noanwebsterhouse.org —

or call Sheila Daley at 521-5362 x.17 to arrangbawee the imagtzw
(¢
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(Continued from page 1) the chapter in 1906 to about 1912, Sarah served as Regent.
taught many American artists. Lefebvre also taught the wif&vhen the Elmwood Community Church was established in
of his rival in the art world, Adolphe-William Bourgweau. 1921, she became a member. Sarah was also a part of the
Bourguereau also taught Sarah. Hartford Art Club.

In France, Sarah also got instruction from the father and Sarah’s life was very radical for a time in which women
son instructors, Joseph Robert-Fleury and Tony Robertwere expected to stay at home and tend to the children. In-
Fleury. stead, Sarah decided to see the world and live life according

When Sarah studied in New York she studied with a&o what she wanted. At the age of 84, Sarah passed away on
younger man named Kenyon Cox. After his return fromJuly 27, 1936. Now you know the story of a significant for-
Paris to New York in 1882 he taught artists about portraitner town resident.
painting. While in New York, Sarah also studied with Wil-

liam Merritt Chase. In 1878, Chase became a teacher at Newzz Donoghue is a Senior at Conard High SchoolerO
York’'s Art Students League. Chase taught portraits anghe past semester, she has assisted the museuna with
landscapes. variety of projects. She hopes to go into the mmsteid

As an artist, Sarah was known to paint portraits amd la and is looking forward to attending college nexarye
scapes, echoing the education of her teachers. In 1888, wit

her education believed finished, she went to Atchison, Kanies
sas for a year to give instruction in painting and drawing. [}
After Sarah’s time in Kansas, she returned to her El
wood home. When her parents died, Sarah continued to |
in the home with her sisters, Emmeline and Elizabeth. D¢
spite the usual occupation for women at that time, neithg
Sarah nor her sisters ever got married. Sarah taught art |8
sons and sold antiques out of a small room on the siderof
house.
Sarah was known to be good friends with Julia Faxmn, t
namesake of the Faxon Public Library. Julia Faxon, alo
with the Talcott sisters, created the EImwood Literary Soc
ety, which later became the public library. Sarah was a ve
active member of the West Hartford community. She wa!
one of the founding members of the Sarah Whitman Hook
Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution, whic“l"]m

was named for her great-grandmother. From the inception

Talcott’'s home, located on New Britain Ave.

# $

Open House Poetry Reading 16 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. The workshop will takace
The Noah Webster House and Westat the Noah Webster House.

Hartford Historical Society invites The focus of the workshop will be on revisiordanew
local poets and writers to share their works.

works at an Open House Poetry Sassi was honored with the title of Poet Laterea
Reading on Friday, January 15 at April 2005. Since then, she has offered numeraus p
6:30 p.m. Past West Hartford Poet grams on poetry and writing. She teaches poetd/ an
Laureate Maria Sassi will lead the creative writing at The Hartford College for Womé&mi-

g

evening of poetry and prose. versity of Hartford.

Writers of all ages are encouraged to read theik or The workshop fee is $30. The fee includesShgur-
that of another author or poet. Anyone readingtreig/m  day session and light refreshments. A
up the night of the program. Refreshments willaleil-  break for lunch and time to write will be lI?Z'
able. A $5 donation is recommended. included. Participants are responsible

for their own lunch. Registration is re-

Poetry Workshop for Writers of All Ages quired and space is limited. Call 86

West Hartford's first Town Poet Laureate MaBlassi 521-5362 x21 to register. Anyone age
will lead a session on writing poetry on Saturdinuary and over is invited to attend.
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Ellsworth Grant grew
up in the West Hill
neighborhood of West
Hartford. He lived there with his family until lveent to
college in 1935. This three-part series focuse&@nt’s
history of the area, the people he knew while tivihere,
and stories from his childhood. This is the firredtall-
ment.

# L]

By Ellsworth S. Grant
Edited by Sarah M. Mocko

King Aesca’s Escape

For a while, my father kept a spirited Morgaall®n
at the Vanderbilt stable.

&

of new homes, the open lots for
games and huts and paths over
which we rode our bikes. The West
Hill gang, armed with wooden
swords, mostly boys in knickers and
long socks, but also a few girls who
could fight, struck terror into the
would-be invaders from the Swedi
enclave a few blocks south %‘rantprinted the
Boulevard. “West Hill Gazette”
From scrap lumber my gang built
a hut. After school, we gathered

Kelsey hand press,
iIke the one on which

Early every morning, ¢in there and planned new attacks. Wanting to enlérge

Aesca received a rubdown, but one day he slipped hihut so we could sleep there, | decided to appe&dd.

halter and clattered out of the stable with my datn
desperate pursuit. Finally, he caught up with hibese

My religious experience had consisted of baptisnthim
Episcopal Church and very infrequent attendancguat

munching flowers in a well-cultivated garden on Wal day school at St. John's. | persuaded my comgattiat

bridge Road. The mistress of the house, leaningthaut

if we prayed together twice a day, God might bitfiltbr

window, brandishing a broom, demanded to knowus. On Saturday mornings, we kneeled down in thesyr

“Whose horse is this?” Breathless, my father replig

every night | prayed at bedtime, and the next nmgni

belongs to a damn fool by the name of Grant!” Kingrushed out to see if God had complied. But no, ieapd

Aesca was led back to his stall in disgrace, andather
dispatched a gardener to restore the lady’s fldyeel

Sledding Adventure

The nuns from St. Joseph School
[Mount St. Joseph Academy] (now basement into a workshop, was given a Kelsey hand
Hamilton Heights) in their black hab- press, and started the West Hill Gazette. It wgessipy
its, though friendly, frightened the little publication about neighborhood comings awihgs.
children. That did not prevent them in Soon | got orders for bridge pads and stationefpat
W= \inter from crowding the hill west of was the start of my literary career.

the school with their sleds and tobog-

gans. A good sled could carry you all the way t@akgu
Lane.

pointed us and we never relied on him again.

Then disaster struck.
burned up. The conflagration brought in shiny fmgks,
alarmed the neighborhood, and incurred the wratthef
police and our parents.

That was it! | found new challenges. | turnemar

Ellsworth Grant is the author of “Thar She Goes”,
“Connecticut Disasters: True Stories of Tragedy &hd-
vival” “The Colt Armory: A History of Colt's Manufa

The West Hill Gang, A Fire, and What Happened Next turing Company, Inc.” “Celebrate! West Hartford”,nal

As | said, | grew up on West Hill from about ageefun-
til I left for college in 1935. It was an islaniéé king-

dom with many fascinations: the foundations andhésa

many other books. He was the Mayor of West Hattfor

from 1969-1973 and is the former president of tlos-C
necticut Historical Society.

The clubhouse mystegious
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In tandem with the new exhillitoah Webster Illustratedhis winter the museum will offer several literagtated pro-
grams for children and families. The exhibit d&gf@ Monica Vachula’s original illustrations fromdpéeitz Shea’s
new book, Noah Webster: Weaver of Words reading nook, stocked with works by Shea aadhla, allows parents

and kids to read some of their favorite stories.

Cover art by Ngoc Trang

Cover art by Monica Vachula

See It, Hear It Storytime
January 2 ~1-2 p.m.

Hear and see Pegi Deitz Shea’s “Ten Mice for Tetiva illustrate it on our felt board.
Other stories will follow, and a snack and smadiftare included. $5 per child, $3 per mu-
seum member child

Tea with Jane Yolen
Saturday, February 6 ~ 1 p.m.

Award-winning author Jane Yolen will read aloud arieher favorite books, answer ques-
tions, and hold a book signing. Guests may evém@meak peek at one of her upcoming
books.

Yolen will read from her book, Tea With an @dagon which was published in 1998.
It tells the story of a young girl named Louisa wha@urious about Sophia Smith, a woman
who the other children call “the old dragon”. Timok was illustrated by artist Monica Va-
chula.

Tea with Jane Yolen is $6 per person and foearuseum membersGuests have the
choice of hot chocolate or tea, as well as coolikeservations are required— call 860-521-
5362 x10.

To learn more about Yolen, visitvw.JaneYolen.comiThe site offers activities for chil-
dren, information about the books, and a contage playou have questions or comments.

How to Write a Book
March 27 ~

Monica Vachula and Pegi Deitz Shea wrote and iidst “Noah Webster Weaver of
Words”, but they never met until after the book yablished! In this exciting workshop,
both Vachula and Shea will talk about what it taleepublish a book, as well as answer
questions.

Thank you to our exhibit and program sponsors...

Susan B. Aller

The Ellen Jeanne Goldfarb Memorial

Charitable Foundation

The Vernon D. & Florence E. Roosa Family Trust
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School Vacation Week Fun at the Noah Webster House

The museum will offer a series of workshops forskaliring February School Vacation Week. On each theye will

be a fun 2-hour activity for kids ages 7 and upe Phogram fee is $15 per child per workshop ($¥2rfaseum mem-
bers). Registration is required. Call Jennifer@-821-5362 x 14.

Tuesday, February 16 — Sew a Sachet Pillow Y\
Sew together a fabric sachet pillow filled with J§

potpourril

Thursday, February 18 — Mosaic Paper &
Glass Jar

~ Use colorful bits of scrap paper to make a

beautiful vase or jar.

é Wednesday, February 17 — Gingerbread &
— Cocoa

Friday, February 19 — Calligraphy &

= Make and decorate old fashioned gingerbread g2g&"), Stationery
J:) men and women, then dunk them in home\_ # 7/ Make your own stationery, then learn how to
made hot chocolate.

write in calligraphy




Name: Basic Membership Benefits

Street: " Free unlimited admission to the museum
" Membership is good for one full year
Free or reduced admission to many museum prograchs &

City, State, Zip: events
* Preferred ticketing to certain museum programsevahts
Daytime Phone: "~ 10% discount on purchases at the Museum Shop

Subscription torhe Spectatonewsletter

Evening Phone:
g Please check one:

E-mail: $25Senior/Student $250ponsor
$30Individual All of the above plus 10% off of
New Member Renewing Member__| $40Family/Household facility rental
(2 adults and children under 18 $5005ustainer
___I'have enclosed a check made payable to: g$40Grandparent All of the above plus (1) free
Noah Webster House _ (2 adults and grandchildren admission to a designated even}
____Please charge my credit card under 18 $1,00Benefactor
Visa MasterCard Discover  $10QContributor All of the above plus invitation tg
Card number Basic membership benefits plus special benefactor event
Expiration date four guest passes to the museum
____ My employer has a matching gift 2
program (please enclose the form) Mo
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